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Return to Seton Catholic School Plan 

 

2021-2022 

Seton’s Plan as of 8/20/21 

THIS PLAN IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

Mission Statement: 
Seton Catholic School develops the spiritual and intellectual well-being of 
students through academic excellence, charitable service, and commitment to 
Christ’s teachings. 
 

Vision Statement: 
Seton Catholic School’s vision for our future is to ensure the safety and 
advance/promote the educational, social/emotional, and spiritual well-being of 
our students and staff. 
  

The topics to be addressed to aid with the fulfillment of this vision are 
governance; school operations; facilities management; wellness – both physical 
and mental; instruction and technology; and enrollment, advancement, 
fundraising, and finances.   
 

Our shared Catholic values will be at the forefront to direct planning, assess the 
situation, and determine best practices.  Also, a conscientious, safe, yet realistic 
approach will be used to maximize educational opportunities and promote the 
health and wellness of students, teachers, staff, families, and the wider 
community. 
 

In addition, communication with parents and students will be a foundational 
aspect of all phases of planning, implementation, and evaluation.  Finally, our 
hallmark family atmosphere will provide students with empathetic role models 
who have positive, reassuring, and faith-filled outlooks.  By combining these 
areas of focus with our vision for Seton, a model of instruction with appropriate 
safety precautions will be realized. 
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Return to Seton 2021-2022 Core Team and Committee Leaders  
 

Core Team: 

Fr. Jeffrey Lucas Pastor 

Christine Hess Principal 

Sarah Blood Financial Manager 

Jamie Longo Advancement Director 

DeAnna Sopher  School Administrative Assistant 

Jennifer DeVaul School Nurse, CCSD   

Allen Clark Crawford County Emergency Management Coordinator 

Paula DiGiacomo Crawford County Assistant District Attorney and Seton 
Advisory Council Member 

 

Committee Leaders:  

Jamie Longo                              Advancement, Enrollment, Fundraising, Technology 

Jesse Sipos, John Hall Facilities Management 

Sarah Blood, Emily Luteran Finance 

Annette Egan-Kidd School Operations and Instruction 

Jennifer Gray, Jennifer DeVaul Wellness - Physical and Mental   
 

Areas of Focus for a safe return to Seton Catholic School for 2020-2021 

Mission Statement, Vision Statement page 1 

Core Team and Committee Leaders page 2 

Governance page 3 

School Operations page 3 

Facilities Management: Cleanliness/Safety page 5 

Wellness (Physical and Mental Health) page 6 

Instruction and Technology page 7 

Enrollment, Advancement, Fundraising, and Finances page 8 

Conclusion  page 9 

Health Check Questions to decide about staying home page 10  

CSO Masking Chart  page 11 

Form to Sign – Read and Understood Document page 12 
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I. GOVERNANCE 
 

Seton Catholic School has a Return to Seton Committee (See list above) that has 
met throughout the summer and will continue to meet throughout the entire 2021-
2022 school year as needed to assess our current plan and to discern where 
adjustments may be needed. 
 

Seton Catholic School and its staff will make the best decisions for our school 
based on guidance from the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC), the Diocese of Erie Catholic Schools Office, the 
local community and health advisors, and feedback received from staff, parents, 
and students. Please know that this plan was thoroughly evaluated and approved 
with the understanding that items may change due to the current status of our 
community.  At this time, Seton WILL REQUIRE MASKS while 
students/staff/visitors are inside of the school building due to Crawford 
County being in the HIGH/SUBSTANTIAL category for transmission. (This is a 
recommendation from the CDC and the Catholic Schools Office of the 
Diocese of Erie.)  If Crawford County should return to the MODERATE or LOW 
categories, then MASK USE WILL BE OPTIONAL. Parents would be notified of 
this change. See the following CDC Link for our county’s level of transmission,  
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view.  Seton will use this 
information to make these decisions. (See the chart provided by the Catholic 
Schools Office at the end of this plan on p. 11.) We will keep all Seton families 
updated if changes to the plan are needed.  Please remember that the Return to 
Seton Catholic School Plan for 2021-2022 is subject to change. 

II. School Operations 

A. Beginning of the School Day 

1. All students will enter the building between 7:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. through 
two entrances while wearing masks. Grades K-4 will enter through the 
main entrance (Door #1) and go directly to the cafeteria where students will 
be safely spaced.  Grades 5-8 will enter through the Art Room/Gym 
entrance (Door #5) and go directly to the gym for social distance seating. 
All bus students must wear masks during their bus rides until further 
notice.  If students arrive after 8:00 a.m., they will enter the school by the 
main school door (Door #1) and ring the buzzer for entrance.  Preschool 
students will go directly to their classroom as usual upon entering the 
building. As students did in the 2020-2021 school year, preschool students 
will enter and leave the school by the side door on Liberty Street (Door #2).  
Parents of preschool students may park on Liberty Street or near the 
playground for drop off and pick up. 
No temperature checks will be required daily for staff and students, but 
please keep track of your child’s health and keep him/her home if ill.   

2. At 7:53 a.m., prayers will be said with the K-8 groups and then students will 
proceed to their classrooms wearing their masks. (Gr. K-5 students will be 
escorted to their classrooms by their teachers.) 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
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3. Hand sanitizer dispensers will also be available in each classroom for use 
as students enter and leave for the day (and before and after recess and 
other times of the day as well).  Students will also be separated with 
adequate distance between their desks (3 feet if possible).  Masks 
must be worn inside the school for all students/staff while Crawford 
County is in the High or Substantial transmission categories. 

4. Two masks will be necessary to have at school–one on the student when 
he/she arrives and one in the child’s book bags to have as a backup.   
Masks must be worn at school during arrival and dismissal times, at the 
restroom, when in the hall or visiting the office, at Mass, in special subject 
classes, in the classroom unless students are taking a mask break (no 
more than ten minutes), and if whole school gatherings are necessary.  If 
these requirements change, parents will be notified.  Emails and the School 
Messenger phone service will be used to communicate with Seton parents 
and guardians. 

5. Seton staff will also follow these procedures with masks and face shields 
provided by Seton if needed.  In addition, Seton staff will be keeping 
updated seating charts to help keep track of students in classrooms. 

B. During the School Day 

1. Instruction during the school day will proceed as usual with attention given 
to not sharing supplies as much as possible. Benchmark assessments 
(Acadience Math and Reading in Grades K-2 and NWEA Map Growth in 
Grades 3-8 - NWEA  is new for 2021-2022.) will be used to help guide 
instruction and reveal gaps in learning. 

2. The cafeteria will have a smaller number of students than usual at one time 
and students will be spread apart 3 ft. as much as possible.  The tables will 
be cleaned between visits.  As expected, students will remove masks while 
eating and seated.  

3. Recess will be outdoors with special cleaning of the playground equipment 
after recess is completed for the day.  Students will not be required to wear 
masks outside. Students will be required to use hand sanitizer before and 
after using playground equipment.  On inclement days, recess (for 
Preschool - Gr. 5 every day; Gr. 6-8 occasionally) will be in the gym or in 
the students’ classrooms while wearing masks. 

4. When visits to the school office by parents, teachers, students, and other 
visitors are necessary, masks must be worn and no more than two people 
may be in the office along with the office staff at one time.  A sign will be 
posted and place holders (tape/decals) will be on the floor in the hall to 
show people where to stand while waiting.  Tape and decals will also be 
placed in classrooms and restrooms to maintain social distance. 

5. Field Trips will be acceptable this school year, but all students must wear 
face masks while on the bus and walking around during the trip unless 
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outside.  Whole group assemblies will be allowed occasionally, but masks 
will be worn by all youth and adults until further notice.  

 

C. End of the School Day 

1. Students will be required to wear masks while they exit Seton until they 
are outside.  Busing guidelines require masks at all times.  Students 
going home as car riders will still wait in the gym as usual, but they will be 
spread apart 3 ft. as much as possible by grade or family groups across the 
gym floor. 

2. Students riding the earlier buses and walking will be dismissed at earlier 
times than car riders and will be separated as well. 

3. Eagles Nest will also be available as usual from 3:00-5:30 p.m. for an 
added fee (no added fee for preschool), but like other times of the day, the 
students will be separated by 3 ft. as much as possible for indoor activities.  
Masks will be mandatory at Eagles Nest for times when the group is 
inside.  When outside, masks will not be required. Parents and other 
visitors entering Seton must wear masks to go to the school office.   

4. Volunteers must wear masks in order to be allowed to help at Seton.  
Please know that all of our staff will be trained on the best ways to keep 
your children safe while at Seton.  In-service days on 8/30/21 and 8/31/21 
as well as throughout the school year will be used for these trainings. 

III. Facilities Management: Cleanliness/Safety 

A. Seton maintenance staff has had a vigorous cleaning procedure for many 
years, and we are so thankful.  Along with beginning and end of day cleaning, 
our staff will disinfect desktops and chairs while children are at lunch; they will 
also disinfect railings, doorknobs, and light switches throughout the day.  
Restrooms will be checked and disinfected throughout the day along with the 
daily more intense cleanings.  A checklist will be placed in the restrooms with 
the date/time checked and disinfected by the maintenance staff.  Also, 
tape/decals will be on the floor to keep social distancing while waiting to wash 
hands.  The company who provides our cleaning products, DeSantis Solutions, 
will be working closely with the maintenance staff to make sure that Seton has 
the necessary cleaning items that are CDC approved and that all cleaning staff 
are trained in their use. Weekly meetings with the maintenance supervisor and 
the principal will also be done. 

B. Students will use disinfectant wipes at the end of the day to clean their own 
desktops and chairs as well.  Please remember to provide those wipes to the 
school to keep us stocked (when they are available).  Seton will also purchase 
extra disinfectant wipes for the 2021-2022 school year. 

C. Students will take home all clothing and other nonessential items from 
cubbies/lockers at the end of each day. Students who use manipulatives 
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(especially in the younger grades) will have their own supply box of these items 
or have the manipulatives sanitized after use. 

D. Toys will be back on the shelves for students to use during the school day, but 
those toys will be sanitized after use and at the end of each day with a safe 
disinfectant spray. 

E. The cafeteria, playground equipment, and gym will be cleaned thoroughly each 
day to assure cleanliness during lunch time, recess, PE classes, and 
entrance/dismissal times.  Safe disinfectant spray will be used on these areas 
between visits as well to kill germs.  

F. Announcements will be made and signage will be posted throughout the school 
reminding students of safe handwashing techniques and respiratory etiquette. 

G. Until further notice, no outside agencies will use Seton this school year except 
for sporting events.  Please refer to Seton’s Return to Safe Play Plan for details. 
The sports programs at Seton will be required to wear masks for any 
indoor practices and/or events.  Outside practices and events will NOT 
require mask use.   

IV. Wellness - Physical and Mental 

A. Parents are required to keep their children home from school if ill and will be 
called if illness concerns are evident to staff.  Extra thermometers have been 
added to take student temperatures as needed.  Latex gloves will be worn by 
staff when dealing with student illnesses/injuries.  Masks will be available if 
needed as well.   It is important that all of us do our part to help Seton be a safe 
and healthy place for our students and staff.  Thank you for your support. 

B. Vacations during the school year are discouraged, especially during these 
times.  If a trip is necessary, an Educational Travel form will need to be 
completed and submitted at least two weeks before the trip.  

C. A doctor’s excuse will still be needed after 10 days of school have been missed.  
We have been told, however, that since the current situation may create more 
absences than in a usual school year, a doctor may be willing to send a doctor’s 
excuse to the school without a doctor visit in some cases.  You will need to 
discuss this process with your own doctor, however, to see what their office 
procedure is for the doctor's excuses. 

D. Hand washing for 20 seconds (Singing “Happy Birthday” two times or another 
song/prayer of your child’s choice) will be essential after using the restroom, 
coughing/sneezing, and before eating.  Hand sanitizer dispensers will also be 
present in each classroom, in hallways by drinking fountains, in the cafeteria, 
and in the school office.  Students will be expected to use these dispensers 
upon entering or leaving the classroom and when hand washing is not possible.  

E. The school nurse and Seton staff will notify parents and proceed with the 
appropriate protocol if a case of COVID-19 is present at Seton Catholic School 
at any time.  Parents will be kept informed about the number of days 
needed to be home if exposed - if masked and exposed, students will NOT 
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have to quarantine unless symptoms are present.  This is a change from 
the 2020-2021 school year and is a definite plus for mask use at school. 
Our goals are safety and to remain in person for instruction as much as 
possible.  If, however, online learning is necessary at any time, parents will be 
provided with information from the school in advance. 

F. If an area of quarantine is needed at Seton, the nurse’s office will be used for 
this purpose with supervision for the student while the parent is contacted and 
pick-up can be arranged.  (Our nurse’s office is in the basement away from the 
school office.)  This site will be cleaned thoroughly by maintenance and off-
limits to students if it has been used for quarantine purposes. 

G. Drinking fountains will not be used during the 2021-2022 school year.  
Students may have  non-breakable water bottles that have been filled at 
home in the morning and then may be refilled at school during the day as 
needed to keep the children hydrated.  Seton has received bottle filling stations 
to attach to our drinking fountains for this purpose.  Students are to take their 
water bottles home each day for washing and return them to school the next 
day. 

H. Mental health education and concerns will be a priority at Seton this year.  
Please keep us informed if your child is struggling with mental health issues that 
we may be able to address and help you gain support.  Group discussions and 
classroom wellness presentations relating to these challenging times will be a 
part of the Seton curriculum during 2021-2022. 

V. Instruction and Technology 

A. Instruction according to Diocese of Erie standards will be at the forefront of 
Seton teachers’ minds along with the safety needed for this education to occur.  
Benchmark assessments will be done early in the year to show areas of 
weakness that may be present.  Teachers will do their best to fill the gaps and 
allow educational growth to continue by focusing on grade level standards. 

B. Some group work will be done in classrooms, but less than what has been 
traditional at Seton.  Teachers will do their best to see that all students follow 
safety protocols while working with others (hand washing or hand sanitizer use 
before and after group work).  Students will also be required to wear masks 
for small group work. 

C. Middle school students (Grades 6-8) and other grades will exchange classes 
again this year with some shielded desks available in most classrooms as a 
precaution. Please notify the school if you would like to request a shield 
for your child’s desk at any grade.  We have approximately 25 shields 
available and these will be provided on a first- come, first-serve basis.  
Teachers will work together to make class changing efficient, realistic, and 
safe.   

D. Grades K-8 students will have their own Chromebooks or iPads  to use for 
the 2021-2022 school year.  Parents and students will sign an agreement for 
their care when they are received, so that the technology will last and minimal 
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repairs will be needed.  These computers and lab computers will be cleaned 
regularly to disinfect them.  Seton received a generous grant from the Catholic 
Foundation of Northwest Pennsylvania in 2020 and then more grants during the 
height of the COVID-19 pandemic to make some of this new technology 
available.  Also, our router and firewall have been replaced because of these 
grants in 2020-2021. Gr. 6-8 students will be the only classes allowed to take 
devices home for homework assignments (after the 9/15/21 Parent Information 
Night).  The other students will only take them home if distance learning is 
necessary.  

E. Students will receive face-to-face instruction as much as possible throughout 
the 2021-2022 school year.  This is our goal along with the safety of our staff 
and students. There may be times, however, when distance learning may be 
necessary.  Seton will have a cohesive plan (to be sent to you in advance if or 
when this type of instruction may be needed.)  Please know that we have the 
ability to link TeacherEase (our attendance and grading system) with Google 
Classroom (instruction platform for all grades). More details will be provided in 
the future if needed. 

F. Teachers will also be maintaining Google Classroom platforms in Grades K-8 
(Preschool may also use this platform) to post student assignments throughout 
the school year for students/parents to access in case of absence due to 
COVID-19 concerns.  If a child needs to be away from Seton due to COVID-19 
exposure or illness for an extended time, suitable arrangements for learning 
from home and being connected to their classrooms will be made using Google 
Classroom and Google Meet. 

G. Masses on Wednesdays and Holy Days at 9:30 a.m. will continue in 2021-
2022.  Students will be required to wear masks and their Mass uniforms. 
Parents will be allowed to attend this school year while wearing masks 
regardless of vaccination status.  Sitting in the back sections of the 
church will be necessary so that the students have adequate spaces 
available for seating. This will continue while Crawford County is in the 
High/Substantial transmission categories.  If Crawford County moves to 
the Moderate/Low categories of transmission, masks will be optional.  

The spiritual development of our students and our commitment to Christ’s 
teachings are paramount at Seton.  

       

VI. Enrollment, Advancement, Fundraising, and Finances 

A. Seton Catholic School is an excellent school whose mission is to develop 
students spiritually, and intellectually through academic excellence, charitable 
service, and commitment to Christ’s teaching.  In order for this to continue to 
happen, Seton needs your support through paying tuition in a timely manner 
(FACTS monthly payment plan or by a lump sum payment at the beginning of 
the school year), supporting the school through its fundraising efforts, and 
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donating to the school when possible.  Please call the school if you are 
experiencing financial difficulties. 

B. Seton also needs your assistance to get the word out about our excellent 
academic programs and tremendous opportunities for sports, music (band, 
orchestra, chorus), technology, and Spanish instruction as well.  The best forms 
of advertising are testimonies from our satisfied students and their parents.  
Please spread the word about our gem of a school! 

C. The Scrip-Loaves and Fishes gift card program is our only required fundraiser. 
Gift cards can be used by all and each card sold means money for our school 
and can mean lower costs on your tuition bills as well.  Many of the gift cards 
are available for purchase in the school office during regular business hours 
(except Thursday afternoons).  There is now also an app, RaiseRight, that may 
be used to make purchases.  Please see more information about this program 
on our website, www.seton-school.com, or at the school office. 

 

D. Online fundraising auctions and raffles may also be tried at Seton. Please be 
open to additional ways to support our school along with our traditional live 
events. 

E. Being a Guardian Angel Scholarship donor (or finding those who may like to 
donate to this great cause) can help Seton assure that those who need financial 
assistance will be able to attend our school for years to come.  Donors can 
even choose to donate to a particular Seton student whom they know or may be 
a relative. 
Please contact Jamie Longo for more details, jclongo@seton-school.com or call 
the school office, 814-336-2320. 

 
 
Conclusion 

Thank you for reading this document and being willing to follow the instructions provided 
to have a safe, healthy, and pleasant learning environment for all of our Seton Catholic 
School students and staff.  Please be assured that Seton will do our best to provide for 
your child/children’s educational needs in the least restrictive yet safest environment 
possible while nurturing the social/emotional and spiritual development of your 
child/children as well.  This plan will also be available on the school website, 
www.seton-school.com.  Please contact the school office for questions and/or concerns 
at seton@seton-school.com or 814-336-2320. 

 

Please remember to sign and date the form attached to this document that states 

that you have read and understand Seton Catholic School’s Return to Seton Plan 

for 2021-2022.  A form to sign will be in the First Friday folder on 9/3/21 (It is also 

at the end of this document).  Please return this form to school so that we know 

that you read the plan. Thank you and God bless you and your family. 

http://www.seton-school.com/
mailto:jclongo@seton-school.com
http://www.seton-school.com/
mailto:seton@seton-school.com
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HEALTH CHECK QUESTIONS FOR DAILY USE AT HOME FOR ALL SETON 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS AND STAFF:  

 

Group A 
1 or more symptoms 

Group B 
2 or more symptoms 

Fever (99 or higher - Seton Rule) 

Cough 

Shortness of breath 

Difficulty breathing 

Diarrhea (Seton Rule) 

Vomiting (Seton Rule) 

New lack of smell or taste 

 

Sore throat 

Runny nose/congestion 

Chills 

Muscle pain 

Nausea   

Headache 

 

Stay home if, you or the student: 

● Have one or more symptoms in Group A  OR 

● Have two or more symptoms in Group B  OR 

● Are taking fever reducing medication. 

*May be utilized as a screening tool for both at home and on-site screening practices 
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The parent(s) of 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________  

(Please list all of your children that attend Seton and their current grades.) 

has/have read and understand(s) the Return to Seton Plan for 2021-2022.  By signing, 
I/we agree to cooperate with the plan and aid in Seton Catholic School’s attempts to 
keep our child/children healthy and safe.  I/we also agree not to hold Seton Catholic 
School or any of its staff liable should my child/children contract COVID-19. 

 

___________________________________   _______________ 

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature (1)      Date  

 

________________________________________   ________________ 

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature (2)      Date  

 

_________________________________________        _______________________________________ 

Parent/Legal Guardian(s) Full Names Printed (1 & 2) 

Please make sure the Return to School Plan for 2021-2022 is read before this form is signed.  Please see 

your August email or the seton website, www.seton-school.com.   

A hard copy of this form to sign will be in Friday Folders on 9/3/21.   

 

 

http://www.seton-school.com/

