
 
Principal Letter – October 12, 2020 
 
 
Dear Gr. 3-8 Parents,  
 
The Diocese of Erie Catholic Schools Office along with feedback from administrators 
and school staff has researched and adopted a new assessment platform for the 2020-
2021 school year.  It is called ACT Aspire and it will replace the TerraNova Testing that 
has been done across the diocese in the fall or spring of previous years.  (Gr. K-2 
have Acadience - formerly called DIBELS - Math and Reading Assessments to show 
their progress.) 
 
The difference with the ACT Aspire assessment platform is that Seton now has the 
ability to do benchmark assessments to see where the Gr. 3-8 students are 
academically in October and January of this school year.  This will help the teachers 
guide their instruction and see where gaps in learning may be present.  These 
benchmark assessments are strictly for this purpose only and will not be placed 
in your child/children's permanent file.  In May, when the ACT Aspire summative 
assessment is given, these scores will be one avenue to show student achievement for 
this school year and will be placed in your child/children's permanent file.  This 
assessment done in May will serve the same purpose as the TerraNova testing that was 
done in the past at Seton and all other Catholic schools in the Diocese of Erie.  You will 
also receive a summary report of all the assessments given.  
 
With this being said, please know that your child/children in Gr. 3-8 will be taking 
the first benchmark online assessment over the next two weeks, October 13 - 22, 
2020.  It is nothing that students can study for, but it is important that the students get a 
good night's rest and a good breakfast before they come to school. In addition, less 
homework will be given during the assessment times.   All Grade 3-8 teachers will be 
assessing students in Math and Reading and some grades will be including English 
and/or Science assessments as well.   
 
Please let me know if you have questions.  
 
Thank you for your support,  
Mrs. Christine Hess 
Principal, Seton Catholic School 
chess@seton-school.com 
 
Romans 12:12  

Rejoice in hope; endure in affliction; persevere in prayer.  
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